$6 Million Sought 
Yearly for Wildlife 
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LONDON, — Six million dol- 
lars a year will save a thou- 
sand species of animals and 
birds from becoming extinct. 

“The situation is desperate,” 
said Ian McPhail of the world 
Wildlife Fund. “Unless we 
-raise the money, such species 
as whales, rhinoceros, gorilla, 
Baotrian camel and Oeylon 
elephant will become extinct. 
Even the bald eagle, national 
bird of the United States, is 
threatened.” 

The Fund has raised only $1 
million since its inception 
four years ago. This has been 
spent on 70 projects, such as 
rehabilitating orphan orangu- 
tans from the Sarawak jungle, 
buying a 25-square mile na- 
ture reserve, the Goto Donana, 
in Spain, and protecting the 
world’s rarest large mammal, 
the Javan rhina, in a g u n- 
guarded reserve in Odjung 
Kulon, Java. 

Two Dozen Left 


“The Javan rhino used to be 
common in parts of Southeast 
Asia,” said McPhail. “Now 
there are only about two doz- 
en left. The animal has been 
hunted almost out of exis 
fence because some Asians be- 
lieve its horn, ground, acts as 
an aphrodisiac.” 

The fund is also attempting 
to conserve the Arabian oryx, 
a beautiful white desert ante- 
lope that has been mercilessly 
slaughtered by sportsmen. 

“The hunters roamed the 
desert in Cadillacs and 
mowed down the oryx with 
machine guns,” said McPhail. 
“Now there are just 200 left.” 
The fund, operating with 
the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature, 


Press Service 

ffescued three oryx and sent 
them to the zoo in Phoenix, 
|.Anz., where climatic condi- 
tions are similar to those of 
Arabia. The American colony 
now numbers 13. 

More than 200 kinds of 
mammels and birds have van- 
ished in the last 2000 years. 
Seventy per cent have disap- 
peared in the last century, 40 
per cent in the last 50 years. 

McPhail, director-general of 
the Wildlife Fund’s British 
branch, said the biggest threat 
to annuals and birds is un- 
thinking man. “We clear the 
land for building or agricul- 
tural purposes and create a 
desert,” said McPhail. “The 
wildlife vanishes forever.” 

Abundance No Guarantee 


Abundance of a species is 
I no guarantee of its survival. 

‘Look at the American bi- 
son, ’ said McPhail. “A centu- 
ry ago, millions roamed the 
North American plains. It is 
only through careful conser- 
vation that there are a few 
hundred left.” 

Portection came too late for 
I the dodo and the American 
passenger pigeon. The dodo, 
alarge flightless pigeon, fell 
easy prey to sailors who visit- 
ed the island of Mauritius 400 
years ago. Within a century, 
the dodo was extenct. 

A similar fate befell the 
passenger pigeon, once North 
America’s most common bird. 
A century ago the pigeons 
“darkened the sky” and were 
counted in bmions. Then the 
slaughter started. In 1869, a 
Michigan town shipped three 
carloads of pigeons a day for 
40 days — about 12 million 
birds at half a cent apiece. In 
1883, one- man bagged 60,000 
young. The last free passenger 
pigeon was shot in 1907, and 
the only living survivor died 
in the Cincinnati zoo seven 
years later. 

The dodo and the passen- 
ger pigeon are dreadful warn- 
ings,” said McPhail. “It is ev- 
erybody’s responsibility to 
save the hearitage of the 
world’s wildlife. The problems 
won’t be solved entirely by 
[money. We must also per- 
suade governments to help 
preserve their country’s wild- 
life.” 



